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SUBJECT sVISIT 


OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON TO PHNOM PENH 


1. SUMMARY! SIR ROBERT THOMPSON, ACCOMPANIED BY DESMOND ’ PAL*™ ’ 
VISIT PHNOM PENH FEBRUARY 14-16 FOR A FIRST-HAND APPRAISAL OF THE 
SITUATION, SIR R OBERT ’ S T HIRD SUCH VISIT SINCE SEPTEMBER 1970. 
INSOFAR AS WE CAN TELL SIR ROBERT REACHED NO ST ARTL I NG CON- 
n IIS IONS HE COMMENTED, HOWEVER, ON THE APPARENT ABSENCE OF A 
VIABLE KHMER STRATEGY FOR THE PR OLONGHD WAR W HIGH HE BEU EVES 
MUST INEVITABLY BE WAGED HERE. SIR ROBERT WILL REPORT PERSONALL 
ON THEIR FINDINGS TO THE NSC ON OR ABOUT MARCH 5. END SUMMARY. 

o n i id T MR T HF TP THREE WORKING DAYS SIR ROBERT AND MR. PALMER WERE 

BRIEFED BY' THE* AM B ASSAD OR AND ALL SECT I0N V pn tv atf^Y W ITH 

TTTONS AT SKOUN, TAING KAUK, AND KOMPONG CHAM; MET PRIVATELY WITH 
THE AUSTRALIAN ^ BRITISH AMBASSADOR AN) THEIR STAFFS; M®E AN 
OFFICIAL CALL OH SISOWATH SIR IK (LON NOL IS^VACAT ONING IN 

KOMpONG SOM); ATT E 10 ED A FANK BR IE FI NG; AND DISCUSSED MILITARY 
MATTERS WITH MAjGEN SA K SUTSAKHAN. THEY CONVERSED AT SOCIAL 
FUNCTIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER KOUN WICK, ^^STER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS KHY TAING L IM , MINISTER OF ED UCAT ION PAN SOT HI , PRESIDE NT OF 
T up CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY IN TAM, ASSEMBLY MEMBER ONG SIM, FORMER 
pS MI NIST ER Lfl SIM, ISRAELI AM BASS AD OR GAL BAR , MAJOR GENERAL POK 
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fi N, Aid BGEN MOUL KLENG CCOMMA»ER , MILITARY REGION ONE). 

SEVER6L 

BEFORE THE US H.ESBEHTWL ELECTIONS, a® t A em y TH EMSELVES FOR 

SSlW.VfSJ jm .J hi ) enemy 

srraWE&szsz ^CSiTigiV ro ^^ E ®E- A ^^°?s sTABi -^ 

WAR UNQ.TE IN WHICH THE FOBHI-A LOC'S AR^ KEPT OPEN, AN) A BASE OF 
mobilized for self-defensf , key loc s «- N g j from this base 

friendly contr ol must be ® adually extenoed^o^enem^ t l e concept 

SIR ROBERT COMME NTED T HAT HE HAS JrL’ ^BARGAINING SEAT IN NEGOT- 
OF FIGHTING JUST NO UGH TO WILL VERY LIKELY BE NO NEG- 

^Srow“i«5““oi'"^ s "?S 

?S5“Se T SSiSd IL th« national survival 

IS AT STAKE. 

B aEA S K™™^ 

VIETNAMESE, AN) THE KHMER W p nmr> T maTED POLITICAL AN) 

MANPOWER Ate BEEN AffllEVffi. HE MENTIONED THE 

MILITARY EFFORT THAN HAS YET MOST RECENT MEETING OF ASEAN 

DJAKARTA CONFERENCE S OF 1970 MO|r REC COLLABORATION. SIR 

AS MANIFESTATIONS OF THE IMPULbL iun RiTY Ig EVEN MORE IMPORTANT 

ROBERT COMME NT ED T HAT_ POLIT I CA SINCE THE DETERMINATION 

T 0 ACHIEVE THAN MILITARY COLLABORATION SIN DOMm;tI0[) 

M 0 y H |E P ^E PL I^ F F T OR HE A^Y E MVT°iL BE ATE FR R E AL MILITARY EFFCRTS^ 
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ERN SVN AND IN THE LAOS PANHANDLE • 

_ ctdtv mat aft TGTFNED ATTENTIVELY TO THESE SUGGESTIONS AND 
EXPRESSED HIS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THEM. HE_ m° ^oN) U CT ED ^ I N^T HE 
SHrE^^^ USING A COMBINATION 
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T H ECHf N cf ft S N °S T0 C sSvEY D A t S SE A CII 0N OF ROUTE 5 WHICH IS IJ BO Of 
URGFNT REPAIR IN ORDER T.HAT RICE AND OTHER SUPPLIES A L 
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